Facing History Latin America Research Paper

What experience and history teach is this-that people and governments never have learned anything from history…

- G. W. F. Hegel
This term, you will be writing a research paper from one of the topics included with these instructions.  Your paper will attempt to address an historical issue that was not covered in depth by the class.  However, you must draw on the information from the class in order to make your paper relevant.  You will have until May 9th to complete the paper. 

Basic Requirements:
1) Must be 5-7 pages in length.

2) 1.5 spaced, 1 inch margins, 12 pt. Times New Roman font.

3) Standard MLA footnote citation and bibliography (not counted as part of length requirement).

4) Use at least 5 sources.

a. Two may be from internet web pages (i.e. pages devoted to your topic)

i. No Wikipedia or other Encyclopedias

ii. Web pages are subject to teacher review

b. Two others may be periodicals or newspapers.

i. These could be from online databases of periodicals and newspapers (NYT, Time, etc.)

c. One primary source

d. Other sources you find that concern your topic (book, pamphlet, interview etc.)

Given the above information, the rest is up to you.  You will be able to decide how you wish to research, subject to teacher approval.   You are expected to work on this outside of your classes for the most part.  Remember, some class time will be allowed on a weekly basis. BUT:  it is HIGHLY recommended that you figure out where the nearest Boston Public Library Branch is located (either to you or the school).
Important Due Dates:
1) Research Paper Worksheet- Tuesday, April 5
2) Two paragraph description of project including thesis submitted for approval AND three sources (MLA style) on turnitin.com - Thursday, April 7

3) Full Bibliography- April 14

4) Full Outline- April 25 (Yes… you MUST work on this over break)

5) Three Page Rough Draft with footnotes and bibliography on turnitin.com- Monday, May 2

a. – Monday, May 9

Topics for FHLA Research Paper

1) Current Drug War along the US/Mexico Border

2) The School of the Americas

3) Argentina Dirty War

4) Hugo Chavez and his relationship with the United States

5) Bolivian Water Crisis and water privatizing in Latin America

6) Amazon Deforestation

7) Haiti, Papa/Baby Doc Duvalier and US intervention in the 1990’s/2000’s with analysis of earthquake impact

8) NAFTA, CAFTA and other free trade agreements with the United States

9)  The new Ecuadoran Constitution

10)  The Sandinistas, Nicaragua, and the Iran/Contra affair

11) Indigenous rights movements in various Latin American Countries

12)  The War on Drugs in the US and Columbia, past present and future

13)  Chile after Pinochet, economic recovery, and current role in Latin America

14)  El Salvador Civil War- 1980’s

15)  Political protest art and music in Latin America

16) Zapatista (EZLN) movement in Mexico

17)  The history of the PRI in Mexico and subsequent toppling by Vicente Fox and PAN

18)  Slavery, emancipation, subjugation and the contributions of African peoples in Latin American countries

19)  A report on the scientific discoveries made through exploring the Amazon Rainforest

20)  A report discussing the “eco city” of Curitiba, Brazil
21)  Historical Introduction to Capoeira, the martial art

22)  Puerto Rico’s role in US and history and whether or not it should: 

a. become a state

b. become an independent country

c. stay the same

23)  Cuba, Casto, Che and the Revolution

24)  Pirates

25)  Garifuna cultures of the Central American coast

Research Paper Worksheet

Fill in the sections below

Topic:

Why did you choose this topic?

What are FIVE things you have learned about your topic so far?
1) 

2) 

3)

4)

5)

What questions do you still have about your topic?

1)

2)

3)

List THREE sources for your information (Use MLA style).
