TECHBOSTON ACADEMY

Course Syllabus 2011-2012
Teacher: Mr. Ensdorf
Subject: World History II

Email: sensdorf@techboston.org
Office Hours: Tuesdays 2:30-3:30
Website: www.techboston.org/staff/history/ensdorf
Phone: 617-635-1615, 617-942-0090
Textbook: Patterns of Interaction

Textbook Replacement Cost: $60.00

Course Description:
This class covers the history of European growth and development, European interaction with Africa and Asia and American intervention in world affairs from 1800 to the present with studies of the political, economic, social, religious, cultural and technological developments within nations throughout the eras. 
Instructional Objectives
Major topics covered throughout the year:

· The causes, course and consequences of the Industrial Revolution

· The rise of unions and socialism in Europe

· African and South/Central American economic and political developments in the 19th and 20th centuries

· The causes, course and consequences of World Wars I & II

· The rise and goals of totalitarian states

· The establishment of the United Nations 

· The Cold War Era1945-1989

· Nationalist movements in Africa, Asia South/Central America and the Middle East

· The decline and fall of the Soviet Union

· The causes and consequences of the fall of apartheid

· The rise of Islamic fundamentalism

· The causes, course and consequences of recent international events
Key Questions/Writing Prompt:

· Can “the people” be trusted to govern themselves?

· What role should governments play to build tolerance and equity among people of different races, religions, cultures, ethnic groups, and beliefs?

· What is the nature of power?  How can it be used positively and negatively?

· What incidents in history influence the world we see around us?

· How can we use what we learn from history to change our own world today?

· How can a critical study of history help us promote human dignity and justice in the world today?

Required Student Products

1. Interactive Notebook/Portfolio:  Completion of an Interactive Notebook is mandated by the Boston Public Schools.  Each notebook will be assessed and graded at the end of each term. The Interactive Notebook serves as the portfolio for this class.

2. Projects:  Short and long term projects will be assigned as ongoing and culminating assessments to each topic or theme studied.  

3. Tests/Quizzes:  Quizzes are given in a timely fashion.  Tests are given as a culminating assessment to each topic or theme studied.

4. Homework:  Homework is a vital enhancement to our class work.  All homework for the week is assigned at the beginning of the week (usually on Mondays), and is due on Fridays.  If a student misses distribution of the homework, it is their responsibility to a) come to me before/after class and ask for the assignment or b) visit the class website for the assignment.

5. Classwork:  Students will be given a grade for daily classwork.   If a student misses class, it is their responsibility to come and ask for the assignment.
a. Late work will be penalized 15% per day with a maximum of 50% total loss of points until the end of the term.  This is to encourage all students to complete assignment for the benefit of learning.  
6. Research Paper: Students will research and write a research paper on a topic to be determined at a later date.  
7. Email: We will ONLY accept email communication from a schools.mybps account from a student, other communication needs will be addressed on a case by case basis
Assessment/Grading Policy

Grades are posted online approximately once per week, though students or parents may request a Progress Report at any time.

Assessment of student progress is as follows:

% of Term Grade

Portfolio (Interactive Notebook)



20%

Projects






20%

Tests and quizzes




20%

Homework





20%

Classwork





20% 


Final grade for the year will be based on:

% of Final Grade


Final Exam





50%

Final Portfolio Grade




50%
Homework Policy

Due Dates: Homework is due in full on the date assigned by the teacher.   

Incomplete Assignments: With rare exception, incomplete assignments are NOT accepted and will be assigned a ZERO until complete.

Late Work: Work will be accepted until the second to last week of the term.  20% will be deducted for EVERY DAY that the assignment is late UP TO 50% off.  

Instructional Strategies
In conjunction with the Boston Public Schools Curriculum Office, we will be using the History Alive Curriculum as the basis for instruction, along with supplemental curriculum materials from Facing History and Ourselves.  In addition, technology will be an integral part of class instruction and assessment.

Technology Integration

· MS Word, PowerPoint, Excel

· Internet

· Web Design
Student and Parent Signatures

I understand the objectives, expectations, and other information included in this syllabus.

Student Signature:
_________________________

Date:
___________

Parent / Guardian:
_________________________

Date:
___________
* This must be signed and returned to the teacher.

