TECHBOSTON ACADEMY

Course Syllabus 2011-2012
Teacher:  Mr. Ensdorf
Subject:  Facing History Latin America- US and Latin American Relations in the 20th C.

Contact: sensdorf@techboston.org
Office Hours: Tuesday 2:30-3:30pm

Website: www.techbostonacademy.org/staff/history/ensdorf
Phone: 617-635-1615

Cell: 617-942-0090

Course Description:
This course will examine the various cultures, histories, and challenges facing Latin America in the 20th and 21st Centuries. Using Facing History and Ourselves’ Scope and Sequence, the class will take a series of case studies to review and analyze the historical legacies and contexts of Latin America and its particular relationship to the United States.  Furthermore, the class will heavily integrate the visual and performing arts in to the curriculum to enrich and enhance the quality of learning in the class by creating an environment for deep cultural learning and understanding.  Finally, Facing History Latin America will coordinate with the science, math, and English departments to create cross-curricular projects and thematic units.  These interdisciplinary activities will have a particular focus on the environment and its political ramifications. 
Instructional Objectives
Major topics covered throughout the year:

1. FHAO’s Scope and Sequence

2. Pre-Columbian Rise and Fall

3. European contact

4. Independence

5. Revolutions and Civil War

6. Immigration

7. The Environment

8. Modernization

Key questions include:

1. What role does the legacy of Pre-Columbian culture play in current Latin American political issues

2. What are the unique physical characteristics of individual countries’ landscapes?

3. What role has the environment played at the national and international stage with regards to Latin American history?

4. What role has the United States played in the shaping of Latin American political destiny?

5. What role has Latin America had on US political and social culture?
Required Student Products

1. Interactive Notebook/Portfolio:  Completion of an Interactive Notebook is mandated by the Boston Public Schools.  Each notebook will be assessed and graded at the end of each term. The Interactive Notebook serves as the portfolio for this class.

2. Projects:  Short and long term projects will be assigned as ongoing and culminating assessments to each topic or theme studied. Extra class time will be given in class to meet homework objectives.
3. Tests/Quizzes:  Quizzes are given approximately every two weeks.  Tests are given as a culminating assessment to each topic or theme studied.

4. Homework:  Students are expected to complete assignments as given by the teacher.  Late assignments will not be accepted except for extenuating circumstance.
5. Classwork: Students are required to complete class work by the assigned deadline.  Late work will not be accepted except for extenuating circumstances.
6. Research Paper: Students will research and write a research paper on a topic to be determined at a later date.  
7. Email: I will ONLY accept email communication from a schools.mybps account from a student, other communication needs will be addressed on a case by case basis
Assessment/Grading Policy

Grades are posted online approximately once per week, though students or parents may request a Progress Report at any time.

Assessment of student progress is as follows:

% of Term Grade

Portfolio (Interactive Notebook)



20%

Projects






20%

Tests and quizzes




20%

Homework





20%

Classwork





20% 


Final grade for the year will be based on:

% of Final Grade


Final Exam





50%

Final Portfolio Grade




50%
Instructional Strategies
In conjunction with the Boston Public Schools Curriculum Office, we will be using the History Alive Curriculum as the basis for instruction, along with heavy emphasis on curriculum materials from Facing History and Ourselves.  In addition, technology will be an integral part of class instruction and assessment.

Technology Integration

Most assignments and class work will include the use of Microsoft Programs (Word, Power Point, Publisher), Inspiration, and Internet based research.  Though the use of laptops in class is a privilege, not a right, students should expect to use their laptop on a daily basis and so should bring it to class every day.

Student and Parent Signatures

I understand the objectives, expectations, and other information included in this syllabus.

Student Signature:
_________________________

Date:
___________

Parent / Guardian:
_________________________

Date:
___________
* This must be signed and returned to the teacher.

