TECHBOSTON ACADEMY

Course Syllabus 2009-2010
Teacher: Mr. Ensdorf/Ms Grace
Subject: American History 2- 1877 to the Present
Email: sensdorf@techboston.org, sgrace@techboston.org
Office Hours: Tuesdays 2:30-3:30
Textbook: History Alive! Pursuing American Ideals

Cost of Replacement: $60.00
Course Description: 

This class covers what is commonly considered “Modern America”.   In this class we will explore the events, issues, and controversies that surround the United States as it recovered from the Civil War and Reconstruction and grew to become a global power.  Projects and assignments will be designed to frequently integrate with the other 10th and 11th grade subjects.  Also, we will be exploring the integration of technology into your assignments, activities, and projects.  Additionally, there is a city-wide mid-term and final exam that all history students will take.  

Instructional Objectives
Major topics covered throughout the year:

1) Industrial America and Its Emerging Role in International Affairs

2) Age of Reform: Social, Political and Cultural Reforms, Progressivism and the new Deal 1900-1940

3) World War II 1939-1945

4) The Cold War Abroad 1945-1989

5) Cold War America at Home: Economic Growth and Optimism, Anti-communism, Social and Cultural Reform 1945-1980

6) Contemporary America, 1980-2001

Required Student Products
1. Interactive Notebook/Portfolio:  Completion of an Interactive Notebook is mandated by the Boston Public Schools.  Each notebook will be assessed and graded at the end of each term. The Interactive Notebook serves as the portfolio for this class.

2. Projects:  Short and long term projects will be assigned as ongoing and culminating assessments to each topic or theme studied. Extra class time will be given in class to meet homework objectives.
3. Tests/Quizzes:  Quizzes are given approximately every two weeks.  Tests are given as a culminating assessment to each topic or theme studied.

4. Homework:  Students are expected to complete assignments as given by the teacher.  Late assignments will not be accepted except for extenuating circumstance.
5. Classwork: Students are required to complete class work by the assigned deadline.  Late work will not be accepted except for extenuating circumstances.
6. Research Paper: Students will research and write a research paper on a topic to be determined at a later date.  
Assessment/Grading Policy

Assessment of student progress is as follows:
Percentage of  Term Grade
Portfolio/Interactive Notebook*


20%

Projects





20%

Tests and quizzes




20%

Homework





20%

Classwork





20% 

* Students who fail to submit a portfolio risk failing term/course


Final grade for the year will be based on:

Percentage of Final Grade

Average of (4) term grades



80%

Final Exam/Project/Portfolio



20%

Homework Policy

Due Dates: Homework is due in full on the date assigned by the teacher.   

Incomplete Assignments: With rare exception, incomplete assignments are NOT accepted and will be assigned a ZERO until complete.

Late Work: Work will be accepted until the second to last week of the term.  20% will be deducted for EVERY DAY that the assignment is late UP TO 50% off.  
Instructional Strategies
In conjunction with the Boston Public Schools curriculum office, material from the History Alive! Curriculum will be used.  Additionally, technology will be used extensively in the creation, completion, and presentation of student work.
Technology Integration

· MS Word, PowerPoint (periodic PPT practice testing), Excel

· Internet

· Web Design, PhotoShop
· Film and Video equipment and editing

Student and Parent Signatures

I understand the objectives, expectations, and other information included in this syllabus.

Student Signature:
_________________________

Date:
___________

Parent / Guardian:
_________________________

Date:
___________
* This must be signed and returned to the teacher.

