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                                            Handout 4.17
A Closer Look at the Cabinet:

Cabinet Members and their Responsibilities
Over the years, the authority and scope of the presidency has drastically expanded.  So too has the number of people working for the president.  The Cabinet, the Vice President and his staff, the First Lady and her staff, the Executive Office of the President, and the White House staff all help the President fulfill his duties as chief executive. 

Using the web or your textbook, complete the following chart.   Be sure to put things in “layman’s terms” so that this becomes a good study tool for you!  Please take special note of the example I gave at the top of the chart.  When you are done, please print it out and put it in your notebook.

	Department
	Date of Creation
	Mission
	Major Departments, Offices or Initiatives
	Current Secretary

	Department of State
	1789
	· To promote friendly relationships, economics, trade, and peace with other nations

· Serves as President’s main advisor on foreign policies

· Conducts talks & visits with foreign leaders


	· Counter-terrorism office

· Passports

· Diplomats/ Embassies in other countries

· International Security

· Office of war crimes

· Bureau of Affairs for each region of the world

· Foreign Service Institute

· Education and Cultural Affairs
	Hillary Clinton

	Department of the Treasury
	1789
	
	
	

	Department of Defense
	1789 (1947)
	
	 
	

	Department of Justice
	1789

(1870)
	
	
	

	Department of the Interior
	1849
	
	
	

	Department of Agriculture
	1889
	
	
	

	Department of Commerce
	1913
	
	
	

	Department of Labor
	1913
	
	
	

	Department of Health & Human Services
	1953
	
	
	

	Department of Housing & Urban Development
	1965
	
	
	

	Department of Transportation
	1966
	
	
	

	Department of Energy
	1977
	
	
	

	Department of Education
	1979
	
	
	

	Department of Veterans Affair
	1988
	
	
	

	Department of Homeland Security
	2002
	
	
	


