TECHBOSTON ACADEMY

Course Syllabus 2011-2012

Teachers: Mr. Ensdorf and Ms. McPherson
Subject: 20th American History, Film and Literature
Email: sensdorf@techboston.org and wmcpherson@techboston.org
Class Website: http://www.techbostonacademy.org/staff/english/mcpherson/history_film.htm

Course Description: 

In this course, we will examine American history through the lens of film and literature. We will look at a series of key themes in history and explore how they are portrayed in American film and literature.  This course will touch on 5-10 themes as well as examine 16-20 relevant films.
We will use the following software: Microsoft Word, PowerPoint, and Publisher, as well as PhotoShop, Dreamweaver, and Windows Movie Maker.  

Instructional Objectives
Major themes covered throughout the year:

· Industrial America: urbanization, immigration, industrialization

· US as world power (WWI through WWII and the Global Policeman)

· Race and culture in America

· Women’s rights/women’s movement 

· Anti-communism, conformity and rebellion

· Classical Hollywood narrative conventions

· Censorship, politics, and film

· Film as social mirror or social catalyst

· Universal themes in literature and film and how they connect to US history and our lives today

Required Student Products

1 major project or essay per unit; 1 analysis paper for each film watched in class; 1 major piece of writing with multiple revisions; 1 research paper; 1 movie treatment and accompanying filmed trailer; and portfolio items which demonstrate mastery of BPS High School Technology Competencies and Content Standards.

Required Student Materials

· Spiral notebook

· Highlighter, pen and/or pencil

· Tape or stapler

· Laptop computer

Assessment/Grading Policy

Assessment of student progress is as follows:

Percentage of  Term Grade

Quizzes/Tests





25%


Projects






30%


Homework/Classwork




25%

Portfolio (Interactive Notebook)*


20%

* Students who fail to submit a portfolio risk failing term/course


Final grade for the year will be based on:

Percentage of Final Grade

Average of (4) term grades



80%

Final Exam/Project/Portfolio



20%

Instructional Strategies
Our learning together will be structured through at minimum the following strategies: direct instruction, collaborative group work, small and large group discussions, one-on-one conferences, technology-based instruction, student presentations, and guided writing prompts. Each unit will include at least one major project and you should also expect nightly homework.  Completing projects and homework assignments is critical to your success in our class, just as it will be to your success in college courses.

Technology Integration

· MS Word, PowerPoint, Publisher

· Internet

· Dreamweaver
· Adobe Photoshop 

· Windows Movie Maker

Classroom Expectations

Participation - This is an active classroom.  Be prepared to discuss and voice your opinion.  Also, expect to speak and perform in front of the class.

Courtesy - Appropriate language and behavior is a MUST for this class.  Please respect the class, material, teacher, your peers, and the rules of this school.

Homework - Expect an average of one half hour per night of homework in this class.  Sometimes it will be a single assignment. At other times, it will involve completing activities or projects for the class.

Ask Questions - If you do not understand, please ask. There is no such thing as a “stupid question.”  There are, however, inappropriate ones.

Attendance - As a wise man once said, “Half of life is just showing up.” In the event that you are absent, it is your responsibility to make up the work within two days and make arrangements to view any film you might have missed. 

Tardies - Our building is small and there is no reason to be late to class. Two tardies will result in a detention after school. Remember that three tardies are the equivalent of an unexcused absence from class and will result in at minimum a phone call home. Be.On.Time.

Books - This class will not use a textbook. Instead, you will be assigned novels throughout the year for which you will be responsible. You must return each novel in the same condition you received it in order to take the Final Exam. If something happens to your book, the replacement cost is $14.

Late or Incomplete Work Policies

In order to prepare you for college, we expect you to complete homework and projects on time.  

· Homework: No late homework assignments will be accepted. Period. Turning an assignment in on time means having it ready at the beginning of our class period, not by the end of the day.

· Projects: Long-term projects will ONLY be accepted for two days after the due date (for example, if the assignment was due on a Monday, you will have no later than Wednesday to turn it in.) For each day that the assignment is late, your grade will be lowered one full grade.  

There may be circumstances when you need an extension on a major assignment.  If this is the case, you must request an extension at least two days before the due date. We may or may not grant your request depending on the circumstances.

Academic Honesty

Plagiarism and cheating of any kind are completely unacceptable in our environment, as it shows disrespect to yourself, your classmates, and your instructors.  Students who turn in work that is not their own will receive a failing grade for the assignment and will be required to make up the work.  More serious consequences may result depending on the nature of the offense. Examples of plagiarism include, but are not limited to, turning in another student’s work (in which case both students will receive a zero) or turning in work from another source (book, magazine, Internet site, etc) without citing your source. If you have questions about the acceptable use of a source, please see us.

Contact Information

Teachers:  Wendy McPherson, 617.635.1615 ext. 31116, wmcpherson@techboston.org

Steve Ensdorf, 617.635.1615 ext. 31105, sensdorf@techboston.org
Class website: http://www.techbostonacademy.org/staff/english/mcpherson/history_film.htm
Student and Parent/Guardian Signatures

I understand the objectives, expectations, and other information included in this syllabus.  

Parent / Guardian: Some of the films viewed in class may contain content or visuals intended for a mature audience.  Films for the class have been carefully selected for their thematic relevance to 20th century historical themes and course content.  In the context of a film class, it is critical for films to be viewed as they were originally constructed by the filmmakers without editing out strong content. Your signature below grants your permission for your child to view all films shown throughout the year.  However, please be aware that we are willing to make alternative options available should you have any reservations about this aspect of the course.  The following is a proposed list of films scheduled for the year:
· Speed (1994, Jan de Bont)

· Casablanca (1942, Michael Curtiz) 
· The Public Enemy (1931, William Wellman)
· Untouchables (1987, Brian de Palma)

· Modern Times (1936, Charlie Chaplin)
· Office Space (1999, Mike Judde)
· Platoon (1986, Oliver Stone)

· Best Years of Our Lives (1946, William Wyler)

· Three Kings (1999, David Russell)

· A Soldier’s Heart (2005, Raney Aronson)

· Pinky (1949, Elia Kazan)

· Do the Right Thing (1989, Spike Lee)

· Boyz N the Hood (1991, John Singleton)

· Small Steps, Big Strides (1998, Velma Cato)

· Bastards of the Party (2005, Cle Shaheed Sloan)
· 9 to 5 (1980, Colin Higgins)

· Stepford Wives (1975, Bryan Forbes, original version)

· Killing Us Softly3 (1999, Sut Jhally)
· Invasion of the Body Snatchers (1956, Don Siegel, original version)

· One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest  (1975, Milos Forman)

· Dawn of the Dead (1978, George Romero)

Student Signature:
_________________________

Date:
___________

Parent / Guardian:
_________________________

Date:
___________
This must be signed and returned to the teacher.

Parent / Guardian contact information:

Contact number: _____________________
Best time to reach you: _____________

Email Address: ______________________

Please circle your preferred method of contact:  Phone / Email / Other  

Parents and Guardians: please use this space to tell me anything I should know about your student: 
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